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and in a few moments he arrived to interview the furious Emperor, who still waited on the Belgian side of the frontier-gates. He repeated what the soldier had said, namely, that he could not allow the Kaiser to enter Dutch territory without orders. But he added he would at once telegraph to The Hague for instructions.
"That will take some time," said the Kaiser. "I cannot stand here in the road. Take me to some place where I can wait."
Puzzled as to what to do under such very unlooked-for circumstances, the captain thought a moment and then told the Kaiser that if he would give his word to re-cross the frontier instantly should he be requested to do so, he would ask the station-master to let him wait on the platform of the little station on the Dutch side of the barrier.
The Kaiser gave the required assurance, and advanced to the gate, expecting to be admitted instantly to the haven of Dutch territory. Still the gate stood unopened and remained so while the captain of the guard went to interview the station-master and ask whether he would undertake the responsibility of the Kaiser's presence on his station. The two came back together, the gates were opened, and the royal refugee entered Holland. Walking between the captain and the station-master, he made his way to the platform of the little station.
Here for almost six hours he waited while the captain telegraphed to The Hague the startling news that the Kaiser wished to surrender to the Dutch and to seek in Holland an asylum from his people. Meanwhile, the report of the Kaiser's arrival had spread.HOLLAND                         287
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